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WELCOME   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 

redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Michael 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

   

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

A reading from 2 Samuel 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from 

all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am 

living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." 3Nathan said to the 

king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you." 

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant 

David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have 

not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 

this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have 

moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the 

tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 

"Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" 8Now therefore thus you shall say to 

my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you 

wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 

make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in 

their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; 

and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you 

that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

R:  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27 

A reading from Romans 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 

kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 

writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal 

God, to bring about the obedience of faith — 27to the only wise God, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

P:  The word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 

C:  Glory to you O Lord 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and 

will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 

age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, 

the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel 

departed from her. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON   Pastor Michael   

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
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creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

R: Your mercy is great. 

R: Amen. 

 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care 

through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Create in Me a Clean Heart 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor (+) and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
  
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

Michael W. Frye Interim Pastor 

 

 

Announcements 
 
PLEASE Visit Sign-Up Genius to sign up for Altar Flowers...https://www.signup 

genius.com/register or call the office to check for dates. The 2021 sign-up sheet is 

now available.  Pick your dates now.  

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATE: This week, we will not have inside worship services. Pastor Frye 

will still lead live stream worship at 10 a.m. on YouTube. Pastor Frye will also lead a Midweek 

Advent Service via Zoom on Wednesday at 7 p.m. You may contact Linda in the church office to 

receive the Zoom invitation to the midweek service. 
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Altar Flowers ($27) 

12/27 Linkers 

https://www.signupgenius.com/register
https://www.signupgenius.com/register


 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: A separate notice will be sent to the congregation with the update 

on the Christmas Eve Service. 

BIBLE STUDY:  Our Monday night Bible Study group meets each week at 6:00 pm on Zoom. 

We are now looking at the lessons for the upcoming Sunday, which may be found toward the 

end of your bulletin.  Please contact the office for the new Zoom code sign-in information. 

WELCA: 

The Mt. Hermon WELCA group would like to give a generous gift this year to ELCA Good Gifts. 

We would like to start with a goat, flock of chickens and a rooster for $75.00. 

If you would like to donate to this worthy cause, please make your check to WELCA and the 

amount will be added to purchase additional gifts. 

If you choose to donate an entire gift, designate the gift at the bottom of your check. 

Gifts like these help us all to realize how truly blessed we are. 

Thank you for your support! 

Mt. Hermon “WELCA” 

 

December/January Readings 

Dec 20 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; (Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26);  

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
Dec 27  Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 
January 3  Jeremiah 31:7-14 ;First Reading (alternate)Sirach 24:1-12; Psalm 147:12-20 ;  
                            Psalm(alternate) Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21; Ephesians 1:3-14 ;John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
January 10  Genesis 1:1-5 ;Psalm 29 ;Acts 19:1-7;Mark 1:4-11 
January 17  1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20];Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20;John 1:43-51 
January 24  Jonah 3:1-5, 10;Psalm 62:5-12;1 Corinthians 7:29-31;Mark 1:14-20 
January 31  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 ;Psalm 111;1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 
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Prayers 
 Homebound:  Louise Isenhour, John & Brenda Thompson 
In Special Facilities: Jeanine Woody (First Assembly Assisted Living), Peggy Morgan (5 Oaks 
Manor) 
Continued Prayers for: Dick Tolbert, Joann Foster, Dan Gleason, Jo-Ann Popham, Nancy Wilcox, Mitch 
Simpson, Kelly Tanner, Brent Giles, Pastor Michael, Barbara Linker, Neal Fudge, Jeff Lorenz, Nanette 
Thompson (loss of her father, Randolph Thompson), Lisa McKinnon and her family, Elaine Vincent’s mom, 
Judy Frye and family (loss of her father) 
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Stewardship Corner 12/13/2020 

 Operating Ministry Receipts                             $2,155.000 

Weekly Ministry Receipts Needed $3,853.37 

Total Weekly Over (Under)  -$1,698.37 

Total for the Month (Under) 
 

-$11,655.93 


