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WELCOME   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GREETING  

P:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and  

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! 

C:  And also with you 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: For this assembly, for all who have shared their lives and faith among us, 

    For all who have done good works in this congregation, Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For those who teach and those who learn, 

    for those who serve and share the gospel, 

    for those who still come,  

    that faithfulness and service may abound, 

    Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

P: For deliverance in the time of affliction, 

    wrath, danger, and need, Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, 

    Let us commend ourselves, one another, 

    and our whole life to Christ, our Lord. 

C: To you, O Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of 

your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Michael 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

   

 



 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

A reading from Isaiah 

1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

 because the LORD has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

 to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

 and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; 

 to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion — 

 to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

 the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

 they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

 the devastations of many generations. 

 8For I the LORD love justice, 

 I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

 and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

 that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

 my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to spring up before all the nations. 

R:  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 



 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

A reading 1 Thessalonians 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 

despise the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 

22abstain from every form of evil. 

23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 

and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

P:  The word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John 

C:  Glory to you O Lord 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 19This is the testimony given by John when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20He 

confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah." 21And they 

asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" 

He answered, "No." 22Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer 

for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23He said, 

 "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, "Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" 26John 

answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 

know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal." 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON   Pastor Michael   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-12-13/2171


APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

R: Your mercy is great. 

R: Amen. 

 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care 

through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor (+) and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
Michael W. Frye Interim Pastor 

 

 

Announcements 
 
PLEASE Visit Sign-Up Genius to sign up for Altar Flowers...https://www.signup 

genius.com/register or call the office to check for dates. The 2021 sign up sheet is 

now available.  Pick your dates now.  There are many open dates available at this time. 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATE: This week, we will not have inside worship services. We 

will begin using YouTube to livestream our service.  Please click on the link below to join 

the service. 

https://youtu.be/hcV13UBbFWs 

Pastor Michael will also lead a Midweek Advent Service via Zoom on Wednesday at 7:00 

PM. You may contact Linda in the church office to receive the Zoom invitation to the 

midweek service. 

Bible Study:  Our Monday night Bible Study group meets each week at 6:00 pm on 

Zoom.  We are now looking at the lessons for the upcoming Sunday, which may be 

found toward the end of your bulletin.  Please contact the office for the new Zoom code 

sign-in information. 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers ($27) 

12/20 J. Cook 

12/27 Linkers 

https://www.signupgenius.com/register
https://www.signupgenius.com/register
https://youtu.be/hcV13UBbFWs


WELCA: 

The Mt. Hermon WELCA group would like to give a generous gift this year to ELCA Good 

Gifts. We would like to start with a goat, flock of chickens and a rooster for $75.00. 

If you would like to donate to this worthy cause, please make your check  to WELCA and 

the amount will be added to purchase additional gifts. 

 

If you choose to donate an entire gift, designate the gift at the bottom of your check. 

Gifts like these help us all to realize how truly blessed we are. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Mt. Hermon WELCA 

 

December Readings 

Dec 13 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Dec 20 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; (Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26);  

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

Dec 27  Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 

Prayers 
 

Homebound:  Louise Isenhour, John & Brenda Thompson 
 

In Special Facilities: Jeanine Woody (First Assembly Assisted Living), Peggy Morgan 
(5 Oaks Manor) 

 
Continued Prayers for: Dick Tolbert, Joann Foster, Dan Gleason, Jo-Ann Popham, 
Nancy Wilcox, Mitch Simpson, Kelly Tanner, Brent Giles, Pastor Michael, Barbara 
Linker, Neal Fudge, Jeff Lorenz, Nanette Thompson (loss of her father, Randolph 
Thompson), Lisa McKinnon and her family. 

 

 

 

Stewardship Corner 12/06/2020 

 Operating Ministry Receipts                             $2,887.000 

Weekly Ministry Receipts Needed $3,853.37 

Total Weekly Over (Under)  -$996.37 

Total for the Month (Under) 
 

-$13,810.93 


